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In Julx and August 1942, during the summer sttack of the Gezman Army on northern
Cauoasia and Stal ad, I saw reilrcad tank oars, losded with petroleum products,
being towed on the nplun Ses from RBaku to Kresnovodak, :

Preparations for the oroseing, the assembly of the echelon in the Campian area,
and the oroseing itmelf came about in the following manner, At the epd of June
1942, echelons of railroad tank cars, each with a carrying capmoity cf 16 tena,
were ssmembled in Baku in the area between plers N 3 and N 45, Here ralls were
1aid down into the water in such a manner that the wheels of & tank car did net
rest on the ground and when the time oame to fleat the tank car; one neaded only
to push the car from the bank into the water,

The following caloulations were used in oonneotion with the £illing of the cars
with petroleum producte: The nmgty tank oay with a nlrriing caphalty of 16 tons
welghe nearly 7=7.4 tons empty) filled oomglotoly with oll produots the tank car,
submerged in the water, displacea nourlgaa =22 tons of water or as mues aad 1%
weighs, Thue, to prcv{dt buoyanoy to the tank car, it was filled with only five
or gix tone of petroleum produdts bringing ite lon& wolght to 10 or 14 toma and
meking the tank oar fleatable.

Before launching the tank cers into the water, measuves were taken te lusure safs
ooupling in order to avold gaps in the caravan while oroseing the zea, The aars
themselves were hermetically sealed and %the main bearings were oovered with a
heavy layer of thiok oil (oup=gremme), Tank oar cazavans conslated of frem 10 to
40 cars, with a cerrying capas tI of around 180=250 tone of oll, whish ware tewed
aoross %he gea, usually by a amall steaner,

During the orossing, particular sttention was paild to weather lforecasis sinae
atormy weather brings the risk ef losing the scavavan,

The tank oars were towed into Krasnovedak in the ares of the rallroad station
between plexra N 4 and N 11, Here, as in Dalu, theme wers ralla leadine frem the
ahore into the water and the tank cavs were pulled up onto the beaoh to ba re=
plenished for the trig to the Teshkent rezlen,
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7. The crossings from Baku to Krasnovodsk, by tank car caravans with oil leads,

continued for nearly two months (July and August), but were undertaken enly in
those exceptional cases when the delivery of oil products by sea through Asirakhan
was difficult. Not only is this method of transportation illogical, it also causes

rapid deterioration in the tank cars.

8. The crossing of one oll-laden caravan takes from 24 to 26 hours, and during the
two months deseribed here, 12-15 caravans with an ordinary carrying capacity of
around 3,000 to 4,500 tons used this route. ILater, oll products were shipped by
tankers to Krasnovodsk through the Krasnovodsk roadstead and to Gurev by way of the

Bautinsk roadstead,

9. The same method of transportation was used during September and October, 1941, on
Lake Ladoga between Borisov Grive and Lavrova.

- end -

ENCLOSURE (A): Sketch Showing the Launching of a Rallroad Tank Car for the Casplan
Sea Crossing
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SKETCH SHOWING THE LAUNCHING OF A RATLROAD TANK CAR FOR THE CASPIAN SEA CROSSING 50%1
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